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1:54 Contemporary African Art Fair Announces
New Galleries for 2017 Edition
The fair is back in Brooklyn for its third New York outing.

Nontsikelelo Veleko, Trio. Courtesy AFRONOVA Gallery.

)&"&*$+&(,-./, February 2, 2017

1:54 Contemporary African Art Fair, which will return to

Brooklyn’s Pioneer Works for its third New York edition May 5–7, has

announced its list of exhibiting dealers and artists.

The diminutive fair is slightly larger for 2017, up two galleries to 19

overall. The make-up is drastically different than the previous

edition, however, with eight first-time exhibitors, including New

York’s Taymour Grahne Gallery; MOV’ART Gallery of Luanda, Angola;

and Rosenfeld Porcini, London. Also returning to the fold is VOICE

Gallery of Marrakech, Morocco, who last appeared at the New York

fair’s inaugural 2015 run. A total of seven galleries are not returning

this year including Mariane Ibrahim Gallery (Seattle) and Richard

Taittinger Gallery (New York).

For director Touria El Glaoui, who founded the fair in London in 2013,

presenting a new mix of galleries each year is an essential part of its

success. “It’s part of our strategy,” she told artnet News. “We are

very excited to present a new mix of galleries to show the diversity

[of the fair].”

This year saw the fair open its application process, which has been

invitation-only in the past, to all exhibitors from the most recent

edition of 1:54 London.

For the first time, the fair will feature galleries from Angola and

Ghana.

Gallery 1957, founded in 2016 in Accra, will have its first stateside

showing, following an appearance at 1:54’s most recent London

outing, with work by Ghanese artists Jeremiah Quarshie and Serge

Attukwei Clottey. Were it not for the fair, said El Glaoui, “I think you

have to travel to the continent to be able to see them.”

Nu Barreto, Desunited States of Africa (DSA), 2010. Courtesy (S)ITOR, Sitor
Senghor.

London’s Tyburn Gallery will feature work by Mohau Mokadiseng,

who will take on the South African pavilion at the upcoming Venice

Biennale.

Another highlight will be a tribute to French Moroccan photographer

Leila Alaoui, who showed at the inaugural 1:54 New York and was

killed by a terrorist attack in Burkina Faso in January 2016. “It’s

quite nice to be able to honor her in this,” said El Glaoui of the

planned solo presentation from Morocco’s Voice Gallery. “It’s a dear

project to our hearts.”

Emo de Medeiros, a still from one of the videos of Kaleta/Kaleta, Courtesy 50
Golborne.

First-time exhibitor ROOM Gallery, of Johannesburg, South Africa, is

looking forward to its 1:54 debut. “It’s a young fair, and we are also

a young gallery and project space and we believe we have to

support each other in those kind of platforms,” gallery director

Maria Fidel Regueros told artnet News. “It was the right

combination.”

“We’re excited to be back,” said El Glaoui. “Every time we’re back

it’s a dream for us, you know?”
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Follow Artnet News on Facebook: 

 

Want to stay ahead of the art world? Subscribe to our newsletter to

get the breaking news, eye-opening interviews, and incisive critical

takes that drive the conversation forward.
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A Dazzling New Show Reveals How African
Artists Are Reinventing Fashion Photography—
See Their Work Here
The show stresses the ways in which fashion can be an essential part of a

person's identity.

Osborne Macharia, Magadi (2017). Courtesy of the artist.

+&"-4'./$3-48(#/'., January 31, 2020

A striking exhibition of 18 artists from the African continent looks at

how appearances sometimes point to deeper truths.

“Now Look Here: The African Art of Appearance,” on view at a pop-up

space in Amsterdam through February 23, showcases works by Tabi

Benny, Blinky Bill, and Omar Victor Diop alongside 15 other artists in

a presentation organized by Renny Ramakers, who curated the

N’Gola Biennial last summer in the island nation of São Tomé and

Príncipe.

Ramakers came up with the idea while preparing the biennial,

noticing the extreme degree to which seemingly exuberant, over-the-

top fashion and style had become a signifier of dignity and identity.

The resulting show presents a “paradox of apparent superficiality

that actually functions as a serious counter-force,” according to a

press release for the exhibition.

The show presents artists whose work “at first glance, stands out

for its attention to outward appearance: everything is colorful,

radiant, smooth, and aesthetic,” the statement says. “On closer

inspection, the seductive surface proves to be a lure that draws

visitors into a deeper story, in which perspectives are reversed:

white becomes black, stigma becomes beauty, a skivvy turns out to

be a high priestess, and apparent footnotes to history are revealed

as prominent figures.”

While many of the images in the show are beautiful and exuberant,

there is an undercurrent of the systemic abuses enacted on African

people, both historically and at present, at home and abroad.

See more images from the show below.

Stephen Tayo & Jan Hoek, How I Want to Look Like in the Future  (2019).
Courtesy of the artists.

Now Look Here – The African Art of Appearance – Pop-up Exhibition ‘New
North’ Asterweg Amsterdam

Yves Sambu, Parasoleil from the series “Vanitas” (2010–17). Courtesy of the
artist.

Tabi Bonney, Le Bon Voyage  (2018). © Tabi Bonney.

Now Look Here – The African Art of Appearance – Pop-up Exhibition ‘New
North’ Asterweg Amsterdam

Omar Victor Diop, Omar Ibn Said, Série Diaspora (2015). Courtesy of Galerie
MAGNIN-A.
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Gallery of Marrakech, Morocco, who last appeared at the New York

fair’s inaugural 2015 run. A total of seven galleries are not returning

this year including Mariane Ibrahim Gallery (Seattle) and Richard

Taittinger Gallery (New York).

For director Touria El Glaoui, who founded the fair in London in 2013,

presenting a new mix of galleries each year is an essential part of its

success. “It’s part of our strategy,” she told artnet News. “We are

very excited to present a new mix of galleries to show the diversity

[of the fair].”

This year saw the fair open its application process, which has been

invitation-only in the past, to all exhibitors from the most recent
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For the first time, the fair will feature galleries from Angola and
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showing, following an appearance at 1:54’s most recent London
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Attukwei Clottey. Were it not for the fair, said El Glaoui, “I think you

have to travel to the continent to be able to see them.”
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London’s Tyburn Gallery will feature work by Mohau Mokadiseng,

who will take on the South African pavilion at the upcoming Venice

Biennale.

Another highlight will be a tribute to French Moroccan photographer

Leila Alaoui, who showed at the inaugural 1:54 New York and was

killed by a terrorist attack in Burkina Faso in January 2016. “It’s

quite nice to be able to honor her in this,” said El Glaoui of the

planned solo presentation from Morocco’s Voice Gallery. “It’s a dear

project to our hearts.”
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First-time exhibitor ROOM Gallery, of Johannesburg, South Africa, is

looking forward to its 1:54 debut. “It’s a young fair, and we are also

a young gallery and project space and we believe we have to

support each other in those kind of platforms,” gallery director

Maria Fidel Regueros told artnet News. “It was the right

combination.”

“We’re excited to be back,” said El Glaoui. “Every time we’re back
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how appearances sometimes point to deeper truths.

“Now Look Here: The African Art of Appearance,” on view at a pop-up

space in Amsterdam through February 23, showcases works by Tabi

Benny, Blinky Bill, and Omar Victor Diop alongside 15 other artists in

a presentation organized by Renny Ramakers, who curated the

N’Gola Biennial last summer in the island nation of São Tomé and
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Ramakers came up with the idea while preparing the biennial,

noticing the extreme degree to which seemingly exuberant, over-the-

top fashion and style had become a signifier of dignity and identity.

The resulting show presents a “paradox of apparent superficiality

that actually functions as a serious counter-force,” according to a

press release for the exhibition.

The show presents artists whose work “at first glance, stands out

for its attention to outward appearance: everything is colorful,

radiant, smooth, and aesthetic,” the statement says. “On closer

inspection, the seductive surface proves to be a lure that draws

visitors into a deeper story, in which perspectives are reversed:

white becomes black, stigma becomes beauty, a skivvy turns out to

be a high priestess, and apparent footnotes to history are revealed

as prominent figures.”

While many of the images in the show are beautiful and exuberant,

there is an undercurrent of the systemic abuses enacted on African

people, both historically and at present, at home and abroad.

See more images from the show below.

Stephen Tayo & Jan Hoek, How I Want to Look Like in the Future  (2019).
Courtesy of the artists.

Now Look Here – The African Art of Appearance – Pop-up Exhibition ‘New
North’ Asterweg Amsterdam
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1:54 Contemporary African Art Fair, which will return to

Brooklyn’s Pioneer Works for its third New York edition May 5–7, has

announced its list of exhibiting dealers and artists.

The diminutive fair is slightly larger for 2017, up two galleries to 19

overall. The make-up is drastically different than the previous

edition, however, with eight first-time exhibitors, including New

York’s Taymour Grahne Gallery; MOV’ART Gallery of Luanda, Angola;

and Rosenfeld Porcini, London. Also returning to the fold is VOICE

Gallery of Marrakech, Morocco, who last appeared at the New York

fair’s inaugural 2015 run. A total of seven galleries are not returning

this year including Mariane Ibrahim Gallery (Seattle) and Richard

Taittinger Gallery (New York).

For director Touria El Glaoui, who founded the fair in London in 2013,

presenting a new mix of galleries each year is an essential part of its

success. “It’s part of our strategy,” she told artnet News. “We are

very excited to present a new mix of galleries to show the diversity

[of the fair].”

This year saw the fair open its application process, which has been

invitation-only in the past, to all exhibitors from the most recent

edition of 1:54 London.

For the first time, the fair will feature galleries from Angola and

Ghana.

Gallery 1957, founded in 2016 in Accra, will have its first stateside

showing, following an appearance at 1:54’s most recent London

outing, with work by Ghanese artists Jeremiah Quarshie and Serge

Attukwei Clottey. Were it not for the fair, said El Glaoui, “I think you

have to travel to the continent to be able to see them.”

Nu Barreto, Desunited States of Africa (DSA), 2010. Courtesy (S)ITOR, Sitor
Senghor.

London’s Tyburn Gallery will feature work by Mohau Mokadiseng,

who will take on the South African pavilion at the upcoming Venice

Biennale.

Another highlight will be a tribute to French Moroccan photographer

Leila Alaoui, who showed at the inaugural 1:54 New York and was

killed by a terrorist attack in Burkina Faso in January 2016. “It’s

quite nice to be able to honor her in this,” said El Glaoui of the

planned solo presentation from Morocco’s Voice Gallery. “It’s a dear

project to our hearts.”

Emo de Medeiros, a still from one of the videos of Kaleta/Kaleta, Courtesy 50
Golborne.

First-time exhibitor ROOM Gallery, of Johannesburg, South Africa, is

looking forward to its 1:54 debut. “It’s a young fair, and we are also

a young gallery and project space and we believe we have to

support each other in those kind of platforms,” gallery director

Maria Fidel Regueros told artnet News. “It was the right

combination.”

“We’re excited to be back,” said El Glaoui. “Every time we’re back

it’s a dream for us, you know?”
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A Dazzling New Show Reveals How African
Artists Are Reinventing Fashion Photography—
See Their Work Here
The show stresses the ways in which fashion can be an essential part of a

person's identity.

Osborne Macharia, Magadi (2017). Courtesy of the artist.

+&"-4'./$3-48(#/'., January 31, 2020

A striking exhibition of 18 artists from the African continent looks at

how appearances sometimes point to deeper truths.

“Now Look Here: The African Art of Appearance,” on view at a pop-up

space in Amsterdam through February 23, showcases works by Tabi

Benny, Blinky Bill, and Omar Victor Diop alongside 15 other artists in

a presentation organized by Renny Ramakers, who curated the

N’Gola Biennial last summer in the island nation of São Tomé and

Príncipe.

Ramakers came up with the idea while preparing the biennial,

noticing the extreme degree to which seemingly exuberant, over-the-

top fashion and style had become a signifier of dignity and identity.

The resulting show presents a “paradox of apparent superficiality

that actually functions as a serious counter-force,” according to a

press release for the exhibition.

The show presents artists whose work “at first glance, stands out

for its attention to outward appearance: everything is colorful,

radiant, smooth, and aesthetic,” the statement says. “On closer

inspection, the seductive surface proves to be a lure that draws

visitors into a deeper story, in which perspectives are reversed:

white becomes black, stigma becomes beauty, a skivvy turns out to

be a high priestess, and apparent footnotes to history are revealed

as prominent figures.”

While many of the images in the show are beautiful and exuberant,

there is an undercurrent of the systemic abuses enacted on African

people, both historically and at present, at home and abroad.

See more images from the show below.

Stephen Tayo & Jan Hoek, How I Want to Look Like in the Future  (2019).
Courtesy of the artists.

Now Look Here – The African Art of Appearance – Pop-up Exhibition ‘New
North’ Asterweg Amsterdam

Yves Sambu, Parasoleil from the series “Vanitas” (2010–17). Courtesy of the
artist.

Tabi Bonney, Le Bon Voyage  (2018). © Tabi Bonney.

Now Look Here – The African Art of Appearance – Pop-up Exhibition ‘New
North’ Asterweg Amsterdam

Omar Victor Diop, Omar Ibn Said, Série Diaspora (2015). Courtesy of Galerie
MAGNIN-A.
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1:54 Contemporary African Art Fair Announces
New Galleries for 2017 Edition
The fair is back in Brooklyn for its third New York outing.

Nontsikelelo Veleko, Trio. Courtesy AFRONOVA Gallery.

)&"&*$+&(,-./, February 2, 2017

1:54 Contemporary African Art Fair, which will return to

Brooklyn’s Pioneer Works for its third New York edition May 5–7, has

announced its list of exhibiting dealers and artists.

The diminutive fair is slightly larger for 2017, up two galleries to 19

overall. The make-up is drastically different than the previous

edition, however, with eight first-time exhibitors, including New

York’s Taymour Grahne Gallery; MOV’ART Gallery of Luanda, Angola;

and Rosenfeld Porcini, London. Also returning to the fold is VOICE

Gallery of Marrakech, Morocco, who last appeared at the New York

fair’s inaugural 2015 run. A total of seven galleries are not returning

this year including Mariane Ibrahim Gallery (Seattle) and Richard

Taittinger Gallery (New York).

For director Touria El Glaoui, who founded the fair in London in 2013,

presenting a new mix of galleries each year is an essential part of its

success. “It’s part of our strategy,” she told artnet News. “We are

very excited to present a new mix of galleries to show the diversity

[of the fair].”

This year saw the fair open its application process, which has been

invitation-only in the past, to all exhibitors from the most recent

edition of 1:54 London.

For the first time, the fair will feature galleries from Angola and

Ghana.

Gallery 1957, founded in 2016 in Accra, will have its first stateside

showing, following an appearance at 1:54’s most recent London

outing, with work by Ghanese artists Jeremiah Quarshie and Serge

Attukwei Clottey. Were it not for the fair, said El Glaoui, “I think you

have to travel to the continent to be able to see them.”

Nu Barreto, Desunited States of Africa (DSA), 2010. Courtesy (S)ITOR, Sitor
Senghor.

London’s Tyburn Gallery will feature work by Mohau Mokadiseng,

who will take on the South African pavilion at the upcoming Venice

Biennale.

Another highlight will be a tribute to French Moroccan photographer

Leila Alaoui, who showed at the inaugural 1:54 New York and was

killed by a terrorist attack in Burkina Faso in January 2016. “It’s

quite nice to be able to honor her in this,” said El Glaoui of the

planned solo presentation from Morocco’s Voice Gallery. “It’s a dear

project to our hearts.”

Emo de Medeiros, a still from one of the videos of Kaleta/Kaleta, Courtesy 50
Golborne.

First-time exhibitor ROOM Gallery, of Johannesburg, South Africa, is

looking forward to its 1:54 debut. “It’s a young fair, and we are also

a young gallery and project space and we believe we have to

support each other in those kind of platforms,” gallery director

Maria Fidel Regueros told artnet News. “It was the right

combination.”

“We’re excited to be back,” said El Glaoui. “Every time we’re back

it’s a dream for us, you know?”
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50 Golborne (London)

AFRONOVA (Johannesburg, South Africa)
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David Krut Projects (Johannesburg, South Africa, and New York)

Ed Cross Fine Art (London)

Galerie Cécile Fakhoury (Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire)

Gallery 1957 (Accra, Ghana)

Jack Bell Gallery (London)

MAGNIN-A (Paris)

MOV’ART Gallery (Luanda, Angola)

Officine dell’Immagine (Milan, Italy)

ROOM Gallery & Projects (Johannesburg, South Africa)
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Adeniyi Olagunju (Nigeria)

Aida Muluneh (Ethiopia)

Antoine Tempé (France)

Armand Boua (Côte d’Ivoire)

Babajide Olatunji (Nigeria)

Ben Enwonwu MBE (Nigeria)

Benon Lutaaya (Uganda)

Billie Zangewa (Malawi)

Boris Nzebo (Gabon)

Cheikh Ndiaye (Senegal)

Chéri Samba (Democratic Republic of Congo)

Derrick Adams (US)

Diane Victor (South Africa)

Dimitri Fagbohoun (Benin)

Emo de Medeiros (Benin)

Ernest Düku (Côte d’Ivoire)

Filipe Branquinho (Mozambique)

Houston Maludi (Democratic Republic of Congo)

Ibrahim El-Salahi (Sudan)

Ihosvanny (Angola)

J.D. ‘Okhai Ojeikere (Nigeria)

Jeremiah Quarshie (Ghana)

Jodi Bieber (South Africa)

Joël Andrianomearisoa (Madagascar)

JP Mika (Democratic Republic of Congo)

Kimathi Donkor (UK)

Kura Shomali (Democratic Republic of Congo)

Laila Alaoui (Morocco)

Lawrence Lemaoana (South Africa)

Lebohang Kganye (South Africa)

Mack Magagane (South Africa)

Malala Andrialavidrazana (Madagascar)

Malick Sidibé (Mali)

Marcia Kure (Nigeria)

Maurice Mbikayi (Democratic Republic of Congo)

Mbali Mdluli (South Africa)

Modupeola Fadugba (Togo)

Moffat Takadiwa (Zimbabwe)

Mohamed Melehi (Morocco)

Mohau Mokadiseng (South Africa)

Monica De Miranda (Portugal)

Ndidi Emefiele (UK)

Nontsikelelo Veleko (South Africa)

Nu Barreto (Guinea-Bissau)

Olalekan Jeyifous (Togo)

Omar Victor Diop (Senegal)

Paul Onditi (Kenya)

Romuald Hazoumè (Benin)

Senzeni Marasela (South Africa)

Serge Attukwei Clottey (Ghana)

Seydou Keïta (Mali)

Seyni Awa Camara (Senegal)

Sikhumbuzo Makandula (South Africa)

Steve Bandoma (Democratic Republic of Congo)

Temitayo Ogunbiyi (Nigeria)

Vincent Michéa (France)

William Kentridge (South Africa)

Wura-Natasha Ogunji (US)

Zak Ové (UK)

Follow Artnet News on Facebook: 

 

Want to stay ahead of the art world? Subscribe to our newsletter to

get the breaking news, eye-opening interviews, and incisive critical

takes that drive the conversation forward.
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A Dazzling New Show Reveals How African
Artists Are Reinventing Fashion Photography—
See Their Work Here
The show stresses the ways in which fashion can be an essential part of a

person's identity.

Osborne Macharia, Magadi (2017). Courtesy of the artist.

+&"-4'./$3-48(#/'., January 31, 2020

A striking exhibition of 18 artists from the African continent looks at

how appearances sometimes point to deeper truths.

“Now Look Here: The African Art of Appearance,” on view at a pop-up

space in Amsterdam through February 23, showcases works by Tabi

Benny, Blinky Bill, and Omar Victor Diop alongside 15 other artists in

a presentation organized by Renny Ramakers, who curated the

N’Gola Biennial last summer in the island nation of São Tomé and

Príncipe.

Ramakers came up with the idea while preparing the biennial,

noticing the extreme degree to which seemingly exuberant, over-the-

top fashion and style had become a signifier of dignity and identity.

The resulting show presents a “paradox of apparent superficiality

that actually functions as a serious counter-force,” according to a

press release for the exhibition.

The show presents artists whose work “at first glance, stands out

for its attention to outward appearance: everything is colorful,

radiant, smooth, and aesthetic,” the statement says. “On closer

inspection, the seductive surface proves to be a lure that draws

visitors into a deeper story, in which perspectives are reversed:

white becomes black, stigma becomes beauty, a skivvy turns out to

be a high priestess, and apparent footnotes to history are revealed

as prominent figures.”

While many of the images in the show are beautiful and exuberant,

there is an undercurrent of the systemic abuses enacted on African

people, both historically and at present, at home and abroad.

See more images from the show below.

Stephen Tayo & Jan Hoek, How I Want to Look Like in the Future  (2019).
Courtesy of the artists.

Now Look Here – The African Art of Appearance – Pop-up Exhibition ‘New
North’ Asterweg Amsterdam

Yves Sambu, Parasoleil from the series “Vanitas” (2010–17). Courtesy of the
artist.

Tabi Bonney, Le Bon Voyage  (2018). © Tabi Bonney.

Now Look Here – The African Art of Appearance – Pop-up Exhibition ‘New
North’ Asterweg Amsterdam

Omar Victor Diop, Omar Ibn Said, Série Diaspora (2015). Courtesy of Galerie
MAGNIN-A.
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1:54 Contemporary African Art Fair Announces
New Galleries for 2017 Edition
The fair is back in Brooklyn for its third New York outing.

Nontsikelelo Veleko, Trio. Courtesy AFRONOVA Gallery.

)&"&*$+&(,-./, February 2, 2017

1:54 Contemporary African Art Fair, which will return to

Brooklyn’s Pioneer Works for its third New York edition May 5–7, has

announced its list of exhibiting dealers and artists.

The diminutive fair is slightly larger for 2017, up two galleries to 19

overall. The make-up is drastically different than the previous

edition, however, with eight first-time exhibitors, including New

York’s Taymour Grahne Gallery; MOV’ART Gallery of Luanda, Angola;

and Rosenfeld Porcini, London. Also returning to the fold is VOICE

Gallery of Marrakech, Morocco, who last appeared at the New York

fair’s inaugural 2015 run. A total of seven galleries are not returning

this year including Mariane Ibrahim Gallery (Seattle) and Richard

Taittinger Gallery (New York).

For director Touria El Glaoui, who founded the fair in London in 2013,

presenting a new mix of galleries each year is an essential part of its

success. “It’s part of our strategy,” she told artnet News. “We are

very excited to present a new mix of galleries to show the diversity

[of the fair].”

This year saw the fair open its application process, which has been

invitation-only in the past, to all exhibitors from the most recent

edition of 1:54 London.

For the first time, the fair will feature galleries from Angola and

Ghana.

Gallery 1957, founded in 2016 in Accra, will have its first stateside

showing, following an appearance at 1:54’s most recent London

outing, with work by Ghanese artists Jeremiah Quarshie and Serge

Attukwei Clottey. Were it not for the fair, said El Glaoui, “I think you

have to travel to the continent to be able to see them.”

Nu Barreto, Desunited States of Africa (DSA), 2010. Courtesy (S)ITOR, Sitor
Senghor.

London’s Tyburn Gallery will feature work by Mohau Mokadiseng,

who will take on the South African pavilion at the upcoming Venice

Biennale.

Another highlight will be a tribute to French Moroccan photographer

Leila Alaoui, who showed at the inaugural 1:54 New York and was

killed by a terrorist attack in Burkina Faso in January 2016. “It’s

quite nice to be able to honor her in this,” said El Glaoui of the

planned solo presentation from Morocco’s Voice Gallery. “It’s a dear

project to our hearts.”

Emo de Medeiros, a still from one of the videos of Kaleta/Kaleta, Courtesy 50
Golborne.

First-time exhibitor ROOM Gallery, of Johannesburg, South Africa, is

looking forward to its 1:54 debut. “It’s a young fair, and we are also

a young gallery and project space and we believe we have to

support each other in those kind of platforms,” gallery director

Maria Fidel Regueros told artnet News. “It was the right

combination.”

“We’re excited to be back,” said El Glaoui. “Every time we’re back

it’s a dream for us, you know?”
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Follow Artnet News on Facebook: 

 

Want to stay ahead of the art world? Subscribe to our newsletter to

get the breaking news, eye-opening interviews, and incisive critical

takes that drive the conversation forward.
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A Dazzling New Show Reveals How African
Artists Are Reinventing Fashion Photography—
See Their Work Here
The show stresses the ways in which fashion can be an essential part of a

person's identity.

Osborne Macharia, Magadi (2017). Courtesy of the artist.

+&"-4'./$3-48(#/'., January 31, 2020

A striking exhibition of 18 artists from the African continent looks at

how appearances sometimes point to deeper truths.

“Now Look Here: The African Art of Appearance,” on view at a pop-up

space in Amsterdam through February 23, showcases works by Tabi

Benny, Blinky Bill, and Omar Victor Diop alongside 15 other artists in

a presentation organized by Renny Ramakers, who curated the

N’Gola Biennial last summer in the island nation of São Tomé and

Príncipe.

Ramakers came up with the idea while preparing the biennial,

noticing the extreme degree to which seemingly exuberant, over-the-

top fashion and style had become a signifier of dignity and identity.

The resulting show presents a “paradox of apparent superficiality

that actually functions as a serious counter-force,” according to a

press release for the exhibition.

The show presents artists whose work “at first glance, stands out

for its attention to outward appearance: everything is colorful,

radiant, smooth, and aesthetic,” the statement says. “On closer

inspection, the seductive surface proves to be a lure that draws

visitors into a deeper story, in which perspectives are reversed:

white becomes black, stigma becomes beauty, a skivvy turns out to

be a high priestess, and apparent footnotes to history are revealed

as prominent figures.”

While many of the images in the show are beautiful and exuberant,

there is an undercurrent of the systemic abuses enacted on African

people, both historically and at present, at home and abroad.

See more images from the show below.

Stephen Tayo & Jan Hoek, How I Want to Look Like in the Future  (2019).
Courtesy of the artists.

Now Look Here – The African Art of Appearance – Pop-up Exhibition ‘New
North’ Asterweg Amsterdam

Yves Sambu, Parasoleil from the series “Vanitas” (2010–17). Courtesy of the
artist.

Tabi Bonney, Le Bon Voyage  (2018). © Tabi Bonney.

Now Look Here – The African Art of Appearance – Pop-up Exhibition ‘New
North’ Asterweg Amsterdam

Omar Victor Diop, Omar Ibn Said, Série Diaspora (2015). Courtesy of Galerie
MAGNIN-A.
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1:54 Contemporary African Art Fair Announces
New Galleries for 2017 Edition
The fair is back in Brooklyn for its third New York outing.

Nontsikelelo Veleko, Trio. Courtesy AFRONOVA Gallery.

)&"&*$+&(,-./, February 2, 2017

1:54 Contemporary African Art Fair, which will return to

Brooklyn’s Pioneer Works for its third New York edition May 5–7, has

announced its list of exhibiting dealers and artists.

The diminutive fair is slightly larger for 2017, up two galleries to 19

overall. The make-up is drastically different than the previous

edition, however, with eight first-time exhibitors, including New

York’s Taymour Grahne Gallery; MOV’ART Gallery of Luanda, Angola;

and Rosenfeld Porcini, London. Also returning to the fold is VOICE

Gallery of Marrakech, Morocco, who last appeared at the New York

fair’s inaugural 2015 run. A total of seven galleries are not returning

this year including Mariane Ibrahim Gallery (Seattle) and Richard

Taittinger Gallery (New York).

For director Touria El Glaoui, who founded the fair in London in 2013,

presenting a new mix of galleries each year is an essential part of its

success. “It’s part of our strategy,” she told artnet News. “We are

very excited to present a new mix of galleries to show the diversity

[of the fair].”

This year saw the fair open its application process, which has been

invitation-only in the past, to all exhibitors from the most recent

edition of 1:54 London.

For the first time, the fair will feature galleries from Angola and

Ghana.

Gallery 1957, founded in 2016 in Accra, will have its first stateside

showing, following an appearance at 1:54’s most recent London

outing, with work by Ghanese artists Jeremiah Quarshie and Serge

Attukwei Clottey. Were it not for the fair, said El Glaoui, “I think you

have to travel to the continent to be able to see them.”

Nu Barreto, Desunited States of Africa (DSA), 2010. Courtesy (S)ITOR, Sitor
Senghor.

London’s Tyburn Gallery will feature work by Mohau Mokadiseng,

who will take on the South African pavilion at the upcoming Venice

Biennale.

Another highlight will be a tribute to French Moroccan photographer

Leila Alaoui, who showed at the inaugural 1:54 New York and was

killed by a terrorist attack in Burkina Faso in January 2016. “It’s

quite nice to be able to honor her in this,” said El Glaoui of the

planned solo presentation from Morocco’s Voice Gallery. “It’s a dear

project to our hearts.”

Emo de Medeiros, a still from one of the videos of Kaleta/Kaleta, Courtesy 50
Golborne.

First-time exhibitor ROOM Gallery, of Johannesburg, South Africa, is

looking forward to its 1:54 debut. “It’s a young fair, and we are also

a young gallery and project space and we believe we have to

support each other in those kind of platforms,” gallery director

Maria Fidel Regueros told artnet News. “It was the right

combination.”

“We’re excited to be back,” said El Glaoui. “Every time we’re back

it’s a dream for us, you know?”
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Want to stay ahead of the art world? Subscribe to our newsletter to
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A Dazzling New Show Reveals How African
Artists Are Reinventing Fashion Photography—
See Their Work Here
The show stresses the ways in which fashion can be an essential part of a

person's identity.

Osborne Macharia, Magadi (2017). Courtesy of the artist.

+&"-4'./$3-48(#/'., January 31, 2020

A striking exhibition of 18 artists from the African continent looks at

how appearances sometimes point to deeper truths.

“Now Look Here: The African Art of Appearance,” on view at a pop-up

space in Amsterdam through February 23, showcases works by Tabi

Benny, Blinky Bill, and Omar Victor Diop alongside 15 other artists in

a presentation organized by Renny Ramakers, who curated the

N’Gola Biennial last summer in the island nation of São Tomé and

Príncipe.

Ramakers came up with the idea while preparing the biennial,

noticing the extreme degree to which seemingly exuberant, over-the-

top fashion and style had become a signifier of dignity and identity.

The resulting show presents a “paradox of apparent superficiality

that actually functions as a serious counter-force,” according to a

press release for the exhibition.

The show presents artists whose work “at first glance, stands out

for its attention to outward appearance: everything is colorful,

radiant, smooth, and aesthetic,” the statement says. “On closer

inspection, the seductive surface proves to be a lure that draws

visitors into a deeper story, in which perspectives are reversed:

white becomes black, stigma becomes beauty, a skivvy turns out to

be a high priestess, and apparent footnotes to history are revealed

as prominent figures.”

While many of the images in the show are beautiful and exuberant,

there is an undercurrent of the systemic abuses enacted on African

people, both historically and at present, at home and abroad.

See more images from the show below.

Stephen Tayo & Jan Hoek, How I Want to Look Like in the Future  (2019).
Courtesy of the artists.

Now Look Here – The African Art of Appearance – Pop-up Exhibition ‘New
North’ Asterweg Amsterdam

Yves Sambu, Parasoleil from the series “Vanitas” (2010–17). Courtesy of the
artist.

Tabi Bonney, Le Bon Voyage  (2018). © Tabi Bonney.

Now Look Here – The African Art of Appearance – Pop-up Exhibition ‘New
North’ Asterweg Amsterdam

Omar Victor Diop, Omar Ibn Said, Série Diaspora (2015). Courtesy of Galerie
MAGNIN-A.
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1:54 Contemporary African Art Fair Announces
New Galleries for 2017 Edition
The fair is back in Brooklyn for its third New York outing.

Nontsikelelo Veleko, Trio. Courtesy AFRONOVA Gallery.

)&"&*$+&(,-./, February 2, 2017

1:54 Contemporary African Art Fair, which will return to

Brooklyn’s Pioneer Works for its third New York edition May 5–7, has

announced its list of exhibiting dealers and artists.

The diminutive fair is slightly larger for 2017, up two galleries to 19

overall. The make-up is drastically different than the previous

edition, however, with eight first-time exhibitors, including New

York’s Taymour Grahne Gallery; MOV’ART Gallery of Luanda, Angola;

and Rosenfeld Porcini, London. Also returning to the fold is VOICE

Gallery of Marrakech, Morocco, who last appeared at the New York

fair’s inaugural 2015 run. A total of seven galleries are not returning

this year including Mariane Ibrahim Gallery (Seattle) and Richard

Taittinger Gallery (New York).

For director Touria El Glaoui, who founded the fair in London in 2013,

presenting a new mix of galleries each year is an essential part of its

success. “It’s part of our strategy,” she told artnet News. “We are

very excited to present a new mix of galleries to show the diversity

[of the fair].”

This year saw the fair open its application process, which has been

invitation-only in the past, to all exhibitors from the most recent

edition of 1:54 London.

For the first time, the fair will feature galleries from Angola and

Ghana.

Gallery 1957, founded in 2016 in Accra, will have its first stateside

showing, following an appearance at 1:54’s most recent London

outing, with work by Ghanese artists Jeremiah Quarshie and Serge

Attukwei Clottey. Were it not for the fair, said El Glaoui, “I think you

have to travel to the continent to be able to see them.”

Nu Barreto, Desunited States of Africa (DSA), 2010. Courtesy (S)ITOR, Sitor
Senghor.

London’s Tyburn Gallery will feature work by Mohau Mokadiseng,

who will take on the South African pavilion at the upcoming Venice

Biennale.

Another highlight will be a tribute to French Moroccan photographer

Leila Alaoui, who showed at the inaugural 1:54 New York and was

killed by a terrorist attack in Burkina Faso in January 2016. “It’s

quite nice to be able to honor her in this,” said El Glaoui of the

planned solo presentation from Morocco’s Voice Gallery. “It’s a dear

project to our hearts.”

Emo de Medeiros, a still from one of the videos of Kaleta/Kaleta, Courtesy 50
Golborne.

First-time exhibitor ROOM Gallery, of Johannesburg, South Africa, is

looking forward to its 1:54 debut. “It’s a young fair, and we are also

a young gallery and project space and we believe we have to

support each other in those kind of platforms,” gallery director

Maria Fidel Regueros told artnet News. “It was the right

combination.”

“We’re excited to be back,” said El Glaoui. “Every time we’re back

it’s a dream for us, you know?”
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Follow Artnet News on Facebook: 

 

Want to stay ahead of the art world? Subscribe to our newsletter to

get the breaking news, eye-opening interviews, and incisive critical

takes that drive the conversation forward.

ADVERTISING

6/,-77/.8/8$6/&8'.2

See Rare Photographs of African American Life

By )&"&*$+&(,-./, Feb 1, 2017
!

6/,-77/.8/8$6/&8'.2

Getty President Condemns ‘Ill-Advised, Unnecessary,
and Destructive’ Travel Ban

By 9/.$:&;'(, Feb 2, 2017

6/,-77/.8/8$6/&8'.2

Photographer Leila Alaoui Killed in Burkina Faso Terror
Attack

By !7&*<6-(/$!="&7(, Jan 20, 2016

SHARE

!

"

#

$

%



'

Article topics +-.#/71-"&">  %"'/?/$@//A$BC

!  "  ()&"&*$+&(,-./
Senior Writer

Related Articles

A Dazzling New
Show Reveals How
African Artists Are
Reinventing Fashion
Photography—See
Their Work Here

6 Must-See Artists
at the 1:54
Contemporary
African Art Fair

Resistance Will Be
the Focus at 1:54
Contemporary
African Art Fair

)D3B$E0$FG$GE6$:!DHC$BI@)HIFFI6

The best of Artnet
News in your inbox

Enter your email

S U B S C R I B E  

G.$J'/K

A Dazzling New Show Reveals How African
Artists Are Reinventing Fashion Photography—
See Their Work Here
The show stresses the ways in which fashion can be an essential part of a

person's identity.

Osborne Macharia, Magadi (2017). Courtesy of the artist.
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A striking exhibition of 18 artists from the African continent looks at

how appearances sometimes point to deeper truths.

“Now Look Here: The African Art of Appearance,” on view at a pop-up

space in Amsterdam through February 23, showcases works by Tabi

Benny, Blinky Bill, and Omar Victor Diop alongside 15 other artists in

a presentation organized by Renny Ramakers, who curated the

N’Gola Biennial last summer in the island nation of São Tomé and

Príncipe.

Ramakers came up with the idea while preparing the biennial,

noticing the extreme degree to which seemingly exuberant, over-the-

top fashion and style had become a signifier of dignity and identity.

The resulting show presents a “paradox of apparent superficiality

that actually functions as a serious counter-force,” according to a

press release for the exhibition.

The show presents artists whose work “at first glance, stands out

for its attention to outward appearance: everything is colorful,

radiant, smooth, and aesthetic,” the statement says. “On closer

inspection, the seductive surface proves to be a lure that draws

visitors into a deeper story, in which perspectives are reversed:

white becomes black, stigma becomes beauty, a skivvy turns out to

be a high priestess, and apparent footnotes to history are revealed

as prominent figures.”

While many of the images in the show are beautiful and exuberant,

there is an undercurrent of the systemic abuses enacted on African

people, both historically and at present, at home and abroad.

See more images from the show below.

Stephen Tayo & Jan Hoek, How I Want to Look Like in the Future  (2019).
Courtesy of the artists.

Now Look Here – The African Art of Appearance – Pop-up Exhibition ‘New
North’ Asterweg Amsterdam

Yves Sambu, Parasoleil from the series “Vanitas” (2010–17). Courtesy of the
artist.

Tabi Bonney, Le Bon Voyage  (2018). © Tabi Bonney.

Now Look Here – The African Art of Appearance – Pop-up Exhibition ‘New
North’ Asterweg Amsterdam

Omar Victor Diop, Omar Ibn Said, Série Diaspora (2015). Courtesy of Galerie
MAGNIN-A.
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1:54 Contemporary African Art Fair Announces
New Galleries for 2017 Edition
The fair is back in Brooklyn for its third New York outing.

Nontsikelelo Veleko, Trio. Courtesy AFRONOVA Gallery.
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1:54 Contemporary African Art Fair, which will return to

Brooklyn’s Pioneer Works for its third New York edition May 5–7, has

announced its list of exhibiting dealers and artists.

The diminutive fair is slightly larger for 2017, up two galleries to 19

overall. The make-up is drastically different than the previous

edition, however, with eight first-time exhibitors, including New

York’s Taymour Grahne Gallery; MOV’ART Gallery of Luanda, Angola;

and Rosenfeld Porcini, London. Also returning to the fold is VOICE

Gallery of Marrakech, Morocco, who last appeared at the New York

fair’s inaugural 2015 run. A total of seven galleries are not returning

this year including Mariane Ibrahim Gallery (Seattle) and Richard

Taittinger Gallery (New York).

For director Touria El Glaoui, who founded the fair in London in 2013,

presenting a new mix of galleries each year is an essential part of its

success. “It’s part of our strategy,” she told artnet News. “We are

very excited to present a new mix of galleries to show the diversity

[of the fair].”

This year saw the fair open its application process, which has been

invitation-only in the past, to all exhibitors from the most recent

edition of 1:54 London.

For the first time, the fair will feature galleries from Angola and

Ghana.

Gallery 1957, founded in 2016 in Accra, will have its first stateside

showing, following an appearance at 1:54’s most recent London

outing, with work by Ghanese artists Jeremiah Quarshie and Serge

Attukwei Clottey. Were it not for the fair, said El Glaoui, “I think you

have to travel to the continent to be able to see them.”

Nu Barreto, Desunited States of Africa (DSA), 2010. Courtesy (S)ITOR, Sitor
Senghor.

London’s Tyburn Gallery will feature work by Mohau Mokadiseng,

who will take on the South African pavilion at the upcoming Venice

Biennale.

Another highlight will be a tribute to French Moroccan photographer

Leila Alaoui, who showed at the inaugural 1:54 New York and was

killed by a terrorist attack in Burkina Faso in January 2016. “It’s

quite nice to be able to honor her in this,” said El Glaoui of the

planned solo presentation from Morocco’s Voice Gallery. “It’s a dear

project to our hearts.”

Emo de Medeiros, a still from one of the videos of Kaleta/Kaleta, Courtesy 50
Golborne.

First-time exhibitor ROOM Gallery, of Johannesburg, South Africa, is

looking forward to its 1:54 debut. “It’s a young fair, and we are also

a young gallery and project space and we believe we have to

support each other in those kind of platforms,” gallery director

Maria Fidel Regueros told artnet News. “It was the right

combination.”

“We’re excited to be back,” said El Glaoui. “Every time we’re back

it’s a dream for us, you know?”
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A Dazzling New Show Reveals How African
Artists Are Reinventing Fashion Photography—
See Their Work Here
The show stresses the ways in which fashion can be an essential part of a

person's identity.

Osborne Macharia, Magadi (2017). Courtesy of the artist.
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A striking exhibition of 18 artists from the African continent looks at

how appearances sometimes point to deeper truths.

“Now Look Here: The African Art of Appearance,” on view at a pop-up

space in Amsterdam through February 23, showcases works by Tabi

Benny, Blinky Bill, and Omar Victor Diop alongside 15 other artists in

a presentation organized by Renny Ramakers, who curated the

N’Gola Biennial last summer in the island nation of São Tomé and

Príncipe.

Ramakers came up with the idea while preparing the biennial,

noticing the extreme degree to which seemingly exuberant, over-the-

top fashion and style had become a signifier of dignity and identity.

The resulting show presents a “paradox of apparent superficiality

that actually functions as a serious counter-force,” according to a

press release for the exhibition.

The show presents artists whose work “at first glance, stands out

for its attention to outward appearance: everything is colorful,

radiant, smooth, and aesthetic,” the statement says. “On closer

inspection, the seductive surface proves to be a lure that draws

visitors into a deeper story, in which perspectives are reversed:

white becomes black, stigma becomes beauty, a skivvy turns out to

be a high priestess, and apparent footnotes to history are revealed

as prominent figures.”

While many of the images in the show are beautiful and exuberant,

there is an undercurrent of the systemic abuses enacted on African

people, both historically and at present, at home and abroad.

See more images from the show below.

Stephen Tayo & Jan Hoek, How I Want to Look Like in the Future  (2019).
Courtesy of the artists.

Now Look Here – The African Art of Appearance – Pop-up Exhibition ‘New
North’ Asterweg Amsterdam

Yves Sambu, Parasoleil from the series “Vanitas” (2010–17). Courtesy of the
artist.

Tabi Bonney, Le Bon Voyage  (2018). © Tabi Bonney.

Now Look Here – The African Art of Appearance – Pop-up Exhibition ‘New
North’ Asterweg Amsterdam

Omar Victor Diop, Omar Ibn Said, Série Diaspora (2015). Courtesy of Galerie
MAGNIN-A.
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1:54 Contemporary African Art Fair Announces
New Galleries for 2017 Edition
The fair is back in Brooklyn for its third New York outing.

Nontsikelelo Veleko, Trio. Courtesy AFRONOVA Gallery.

)&"&*$+&(,-./, February 2, 2017

1:54 Contemporary African Art Fair, which will return to

Brooklyn’s Pioneer Works for its third New York edition May 5–7, has

announced its list of exhibiting dealers and artists.

The diminutive fair is slightly larger for 2017, up two galleries to 19

overall. The make-up is drastically different than the previous

edition, however, with eight first-time exhibitors, including New

York’s Taymour Grahne Gallery; MOV’ART Gallery of Luanda, Angola;

and Rosenfeld Porcini, London. Also returning to the fold is VOICE

Gallery of Marrakech, Morocco, who last appeared at the New York

fair’s inaugural 2015 run. A total of seven galleries are not returning

this year including Mariane Ibrahim Gallery (Seattle) and Richard

Taittinger Gallery (New York).

For director Touria El Glaoui, who founded the fair in London in 2013,

presenting a new mix of galleries each year is an essential part of its

success. “It’s part of our strategy,” she told artnet News. “We are

very excited to present a new mix of galleries to show the diversity

[of the fair].”

This year saw the fair open its application process, which has been

invitation-only in the past, to all exhibitors from the most recent

edition of 1:54 London.

For the first time, the fair will feature galleries from Angola and

Ghana.

Gallery 1957, founded in 2016 in Accra, will have its first stateside

showing, following an appearance at 1:54’s most recent London

outing, with work by Ghanese artists Jeremiah Quarshie and Serge

Attukwei Clottey. Were it not for the fair, said El Glaoui, “I think you

have to travel to the continent to be able to see them.”

Nu Barreto, Desunited States of Africa (DSA), 2010. Courtesy (S)ITOR, Sitor
Senghor.

London’s Tyburn Gallery will feature work by Mohau Mokadiseng,

who will take on the South African pavilion at the upcoming Venice

Biennale.

Another highlight will be a tribute to French Moroccan photographer

Leila Alaoui, who showed at the inaugural 1:54 New York and was

killed by a terrorist attack in Burkina Faso in January 2016. “It’s

quite nice to be able to honor her in this,” said El Glaoui of the

planned solo presentation from Morocco’s Voice Gallery. “It’s a dear

project to our hearts.”

Emo de Medeiros, a still from one of the videos of Kaleta/Kaleta, Courtesy 50
Golborne.

First-time exhibitor ROOM Gallery, of Johannesburg, South Africa, is

looking forward to its 1:54 debut. “It’s a young fair, and we are also

a young gallery and project space and we believe we have to

support each other in those kind of platforms,” gallery director

Maria Fidel Regueros told artnet News. “It was the right

combination.”

“We’re excited to be back,” said El Glaoui. “Every time we’re back

it’s a dream for us, you know?”
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Follow Artnet News on Facebook: 

 

Want to stay ahead of the art world? Subscribe to our newsletter to

get the breaking news, eye-opening interviews, and incisive critical

takes that drive the conversation forward.
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A Dazzling New Show Reveals How African
Artists Are Reinventing Fashion Photography—
See Their Work Here
The show stresses the ways in which fashion can be an essential part of a

person's identity.

Osborne Macharia, Magadi (2017). Courtesy of the artist.

+&"-4'./$3-48(#/'., January 31, 2020

A striking exhibition of 18 artists from the African continent looks at

how appearances sometimes point to deeper truths.

“Now Look Here: The African Art of Appearance,” on view at a pop-up

space in Amsterdam through February 23, showcases works by Tabi

Benny, Blinky Bill, and Omar Victor Diop alongside 15 other artists in

a presentation organized by Renny Ramakers, who curated the

N’Gola Biennial last summer in the island nation of São Tomé and

Príncipe.

Ramakers came up with the idea while preparing the biennial,

noticing the extreme degree to which seemingly exuberant, over-the-

top fashion and style had become a signifier of dignity and identity.

The resulting show presents a “paradox of apparent superficiality

that actually functions as a serious counter-force,” according to a

press release for the exhibition.

The show presents artists whose work “at first glance, stands out

for its attention to outward appearance: everything is colorful,

radiant, smooth, and aesthetic,” the statement says. “On closer

inspection, the seductive surface proves to be a lure that draws

visitors into a deeper story, in which perspectives are reversed:

white becomes black, stigma becomes beauty, a skivvy turns out to

be a high priestess, and apparent footnotes to history are revealed

as prominent figures.”

While many of the images in the show are beautiful and exuberant,

there is an undercurrent of the systemic abuses enacted on African

people, both historically and at present, at home and abroad.

See more images from the show below.

Stephen Tayo & Jan Hoek, How I Want to Look Like in the Future  (2019).
Courtesy of the artists.

Now Look Here – The African Art of Appearance – Pop-up Exhibition ‘New
North’ Asterweg Amsterdam

Yves Sambu, Parasoleil from the series “Vanitas” (2010–17). Courtesy of the
artist.

Tabi Bonney, Le Bon Voyage  (2018). © Tabi Bonney.

Now Look Here – The African Art of Appearance – Pop-up Exhibition ‘New
North’ Asterweg Amsterdam

Omar Victor Diop, Omar Ibn Said, Série Diaspora (2015). Courtesy of Galerie
MAGNIN-A.
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1:54 Contemporary African Art Fair Announces
New Galleries for 2017 Edition
The fair is back in Brooklyn for its third New York outing.

Nontsikelelo Veleko, Trio. Courtesy AFRONOVA Gallery.

)&"&*$+&(,-./, February 2, 2017

1:54 Contemporary African Art Fair, which will return to

Brooklyn’s Pioneer Works for its third New York edition May 5–7, has

announced its list of exhibiting dealers and artists.

The diminutive fair is slightly larger for 2017, up two galleries to 19

overall. The make-up is drastically different than the previous

edition, however, with eight first-time exhibitors, including New

York’s Taymour Grahne Gallery; MOV’ART Gallery of Luanda, Angola;

and Rosenfeld Porcini, London. Also returning to the fold is VOICE

Gallery of Marrakech, Morocco, who last appeared at the New York

fair’s inaugural 2015 run. A total of seven galleries are not returning

this year including Mariane Ibrahim Gallery (Seattle) and Richard

Taittinger Gallery (New York).

For director Touria El Glaoui, who founded the fair in London in 2013,

presenting a new mix of galleries each year is an essential part of its

success. “It’s part of our strategy,” she told artnet News. “We are

very excited to present a new mix of galleries to show the diversity

[of the fair].”

This year saw the fair open its application process, which has been

invitation-only in the past, to all exhibitors from the most recent

edition of 1:54 London.

For the first time, the fair will feature galleries from Angola and

Ghana.

Gallery 1957, founded in 2016 in Accra, will have its first stateside

showing, following an appearance at 1:54’s most recent London

outing, with work by Ghanese artists Jeremiah Quarshie and Serge

Attukwei Clottey. Were it not for the fair, said El Glaoui, “I think you

have to travel to the continent to be able to see them.”

Nu Barreto, Desunited States of Africa (DSA), 2010. Courtesy (S)ITOR, Sitor
Senghor.

London’s Tyburn Gallery will feature work by Mohau Mokadiseng,

who will take on the South African pavilion at the upcoming Venice

Biennale.

Another highlight will be a tribute to French Moroccan photographer

Leila Alaoui, who showed at the inaugural 1:54 New York and was

killed by a terrorist attack in Burkina Faso in January 2016. “It’s

quite nice to be able to honor her in this,” said El Glaoui of the

planned solo presentation from Morocco’s Voice Gallery. “It’s a dear

project to our hearts.”

Emo de Medeiros, a still from one of the videos of Kaleta/Kaleta, Courtesy 50
Golborne.

First-time exhibitor ROOM Gallery, of Johannesburg, South Africa, is

looking forward to its 1:54 debut. “It’s a young fair, and we are also

a young gallery and project space and we believe we have to

support each other in those kind of platforms,” gallery director

Maria Fidel Regueros told artnet News. “It was the right

combination.”

“We’re excited to be back,” said El Glaoui. “Every time we’re back

it’s a dream for us, you know?”
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Follow Artnet News on Facebook: 

 

Want to stay ahead of the art world? Subscribe to our newsletter to

get the breaking news, eye-opening interviews, and incisive critical

takes that drive the conversation forward.
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A Dazzling New Show Reveals How African
Artists Are Reinventing Fashion Photography—
See Their Work Here
The show stresses the ways in which fashion can be an essential part of a

person's identity.

Osborne Macharia, Magadi (2017). Courtesy of the artist.

+&"-4'./$3-48(#/'., January 31, 2020

A striking exhibition of 18 artists from the African continent looks at

how appearances sometimes point to deeper truths.

“Now Look Here: The African Art of Appearance,” on view at a pop-up

space in Amsterdam through February 23, showcases works by Tabi

Benny, Blinky Bill, and Omar Victor Diop alongside 15 other artists in

a presentation organized by Renny Ramakers, who curated the

N’Gola Biennial last summer in the island nation of São Tomé and

Príncipe.

Ramakers came up with the idea while preparing the biennial,

noticing the extreme degree to which seemingly exuberant, over-the-

top fashion and style had become a signifier of dignity and identity.

The resulting show presents a “paradox of apparent superficiality

that actually functions as a serious counter-force,” according to a

press release for the exhibition.

The show presents artists whose work “at first glance, stands out

for its attention to outward appearance: everything is colorful,

radiant, smooth, and aesthetic,” the statement says. “On closer

inspection, the seductive surface proves to be a lure that draws

visitors into a deeper story, in which perspectives are reversed:

white becomes black, stigma becomes beauty, a skivvy turns out to

be a high priestess, and apparent footnotes to history are revealed

as prominent figures.”

While many of the images in the show are beautiful and exuberant,

there is an undercurrent of the systemic abuses enacted on African

people, both historically and at present, at home and abroad.

See more images from the show below.

Stephen Tayo & Jan Hoek, How I Want to Look Like in the Future  (2019).
Courtesy of the artists.

Now Look Here – The African Art of Appearance – Pop-up Exhibition ‘New
North’ Asterweg Amsterdam

Yves Sambu, Parasoleil from the series “Vanitas” (2010–17). Courtesy of the
artist.

Tabi Bonney, Le Bon Voyage  (2018). © Tabi Bonney.

Now Look Here – The African Art of Appearance – Pop-up Exhibition ‘New
North’ Asterweg Amsterdam

Omar Victor Diop, Omar Ibn Said, Série Diaspora (2015). Courtesy of Galerie
MAGNIN-A.
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1:54 Contemporary African Art Fair Announces
New Galleries for 2017 Edition
The fair is back in Brooklyn for its third New York outing.

Nontsikelelo Veleko, Trio. Courtesy AFRONOVA Gallery.

)&"&*$+&(,-./, February 2, 2017

1:54 Contemporary African Art Fair, which will return to

Brooklyn’s Pioneer Works for its third New York edition May 5–7, has

announced its list of exhibiting dealers and artists.

The diminutive fair is slightly larger for 2017, up two galleries to 19

overall. The make-up is drastically different than the previous

edition, however, with eight first-time exhibitors, including New

York’s Taymour Grahne Gallery; MOV’ART Gallery of Luanda, Angola;

and Rosenfeld Porcini, London. Also returning to the fold is VOICE

Gallery of Marrakech, Morocco, who last appeared at the New York

fair’s inaugural 2015 run. A total of seven galleries are not returning

this year including Mariane Ibrahim Gallery (Seattle) and Richard

Taittinger Gallery (New York).

For director Touria El Glaoui, who founded the fair in London in 2013,

presenting a new mix of galleries each year is an essential part of its

success. “It’s part of our strategy,” she told artnet News. “We are

very excited to present a new mix of galleries to show the diversity

[of the fair].”

This year saw the fair open its application process, which has been

invitation-only in the past, to all exhibitors from the most recent

edition of 1:54 London.

For the first time, the fair will feature galleries from Angola and

Ghana.

Gallery 1957, founded in 2016 in Accra, will have its first stateside

showing, following an appearance at 1:54’s most recent London

outing, with work by Ghanese artists Jeremiah Quarshie and Serge

Attukwei Clottey. Were it not for the fair, said El Glaoui, “I think you

have to travel to the continent to be able to see them.”

Nu Barreto, Desunited States of Africa (DSA), 2010. Courtesy (S)ITOR, Sitor
Senghor.

London’s Tyburn Gallery will feature work by Mohau Mokadiseng,

who will take on the South African pavilion at the upcoming Venice

Biennale.

Another highlight will be a tribute to French Moroccan photographer

Leila Alaoui, who showed at the inaugural 1:54 New York and was

killed by a terrorist attack in Burkina Faso in January 2016. “It’s

quite nice to be able to honor her in this,” said El Glaoui of the

planned solo presentation from Morocco’s Voice Gallery. “It’s a dear

project to our hearts.”

Emo de Medeiros, a still from one of the videos of Kaleta/Kaleta, Courtesy 50
Golborne.

First-time exhibitor ROOM Gallery, of Johannesburg, South Africa, is

looking forward to its 1:54 debut. “It’s a young fair, and we are also

a young gallery and project space and we believe we have to

support each other in those kind of platforms,” gallery director

Maria Fidel Regueros told artnet News. “It was the right

combination.”

“We’re excited to be back,” said El Glaoui. “Every time we’re back

it’s a dream for us, you know?”
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Steve Bandoma (Democratic Republic of Congo)

Temitayo Ogunbiyi (Nigeria)

Vincent Michéa (France)

William Kentridge (South Africa)

Wura-Natasha Ogunji (US)

Zak Ové (UK)
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Want to stay ahead of the art world? Subscribe to our newsletter to

get the breaking news, eye-opening interviews, and incisive critical

takes that drive the conversation forward.
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A Dazzling New Show Reveals How African
Artists Are Reinventing Fashion Photography—
See Their Work Here
The show stresses the ways in which fashion can be an essential part of a

person's identity.

Osborne Macharia, Magadi (2017). Courtesy of the artist.

+&"-4'./$3-48(#/'., January 31, 2020

A striking exhibition of 18 artists from the African continent looks at

how appearances sometimes point to deeper truths.

“Now Look Here: The African Art of Appearance,” on view at a pop-up

space in Amsterdam through February 23, showcases works by Tabi

Benny, Blinky Bill, and Omar Victor Diop alongside 15 other artists in

a presentation organized by Renny Ramakers, who curated the

N’Gola Biennial last summer in the island nation of São Tomé and

Príncipe.

Ramakers came up with the idea while preparing the biennial,

noticing the extreme degree to which seemingly exuberant, over-the-

top fashion and style had become a signifier of dignity and identity.

The resulting show presents a “paradox of apparent superficiality

that actually functions as a serious counter-force,” according to a

press release for the exhibition.

The show presents artists whose work “at first glance, stands out

for its attention to outward appearance: everything is colorful,

radiant, smooth, and aesthetic,” the statement says. “On closer

inspection, the seductive surface proves to be a lure that draws

visitors into a deeper story, in which perspectives are reversed:

white becomes black, stigma becomes beauty, a skivvy turns out to

be a high priestess, and apparent footnotes to history are revealed

as prominent figures.”

While many of the images in the show are beautiful and exuberant,

there is an undercurrent of the systemic abuses enacted on African

people, both historically and at present, at home and abroad.

See more images from the show below.

Stephen Tayo & Jan Hoek, How I Want to Look Like in the Future  (2019).
Courtesy of the artists.

Now Look Here – The African Art of Appearance – Pop-up Exhibition ‘New
North’ Asterweg Amsterdam

Yves Sambu, Parasoleil from the series “Vanitas” (2010–17). Courtesy of the
artist.

Tabi Bonney, Le Bon Voyage  (2018). © Tabi Bonney.

Now Look Here – The African Art of Appearance – Pop-up Exhibition ‘New
North’ Asterweg Amsterdam

Omar Victor Diop, Omar Ibn Said, Série Diaspora (2015). Courtesy of Galerie
MAGNIN-A.
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